
 
Song: Sekaino Tomoto Teo Tsunagi (Here O Lord, Your Servants Gather) 

Call to Worship: 
L: Christ is risen. 
P: Christ is risen, indeed. 
L: Come, let us praise the Lord. 
P: Let us worship our risen Savior. 
L: For death has given away to life, despair has been overwhelmed by hope. 
P: Grief has been replaced by joy, and darkness has been dispelled by light! 
L: All is made new, for Christ is risen. 
P: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

Opening Prayer: 
All: O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy 
Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

Piano Solo: Song of May- Stephen Heller 

Scripture: Acts 1:1-11 

Reflection, Pastor Dennis Sanders 

Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.  
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Spiritual Communion: 
All: “Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Lord’s Supper. We love you 
above all things, and we desire to possess you within our souls. And since we cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite 
ourselves to you, together with all your faithful people [gathered around every table of 
your Church], and we embrace you with all the affections of our souls. Never permit us to 
be separated from you. Amen.” 

Dedication of Offering 
All: Loving God, can a  generous prayer be lifted up to you this Eastertide? 
Can our gifts, given with love, be further transformed like echoes of grace, delighting all 
who receive their blessings? May it be so, through the surprising  power of your Holy 
Spirit, and may our lives speak of a loving God, full of Easter surprises. Amen. 

Benediction:  
Leader: Follow God’s lead into new life! Recognize Jesus in hidden places, in the solitude of 
these days, in the unexpected connections we make with one another and our world. Easter!
Christ is Risen! May you dance an alleluia dance, and sing a resurrection song.Laugh with God 
and let joy reside in your hearts always. 

People: Amen. 

Postlude Thuma mina (Send me Lord) 

Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying[a] with them, he 
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 



heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Announcements 

Church Board Meeting: The church board will meet Monday, April 20 at 7:00 PM online. 
Please contact Beth Hamilton for login information: bhamilton224@gmail.com  

Peanut Butter Drive Continues: 
Even in light of the pandemic crisis, needs still continue.  The Leadership Team wanted to the 
Peanut Butter Drive to continue.  Now more than ever, food shelves are always in need of 
peanut butter which is a great source of protein and can make a number of sandwiches just 
from one jar!  So when you go shopping for groceries,  please purchase a jar of peanut butter.  
Our goal remains the same:  to collect 300 jars of peanut butter*.  You can drop off your 
peanut butter on Friday, April 24 at the church between 2:00-5:00 PM.  You can drop them off 
in a box in front of the church. 

Weekly Prayer Vespers: 
Join us online Wednesdays at 5:30 PM as we gather for prayer for ourselves, our community 
and the world. Find us on Facebook Live , YouTube Live and at our website. If you have a 
prayer request, please email it to info@fccstpaul.com or call 651-779-3033. 

Worship God Through Giving: 
 Please remember to support the church as our operating needs do not change during these 
times.  Our giving is a way of giving thanks to the goodness of God.  You can give online by 
going to fccstpaul.com/give. You may also make your payment by check. Mail to: 

First Christian Church of St. Paul   
attn: Beth 
650 Wildwood Road 
St. Paul, MN 55115 

Staff 
Pastor: Dennis Sanders 
Cantor/Music Director: Momoko Tanno 
Associate Musician: Luke Swanger 
Adjunct Pastor: Rob Hamilton 
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You Are Welcome Here. 
“The First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of St. Paul, Minnesota, is an open and affirming ministry, 
openly welcoming persons of all gender expressions, sexual orientations, races, ethnicities, creeds, classes, 
ages, marital status and physical and mental abilities, to join us in following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and in a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.” 

. 
An inclusive family of God, creating and inspiring Christian 

discipleship through fellowship, community mission and love of 
Jesus. 
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