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I have had an interest in architecture for many years.  I don’t think I could have ever become an 

architect, but I still am interested in the design of buildings.  Of course, I’m interested in Frank 

Lloyd Wright and his many designs.  I love Frank Ghery and his radical designs like the Disney 

Theatre in Los Angeles and here in Minnesota the Weismann Museum.  Phillip Johnson had an 

intriguing use of glass in his buildings and Cesar Pelli has this neo art deco style about him. 

These architects made buildings that demand to be seen and studied; they are there to inspire, 

to leave us in awe. 

 

I don’t think Jesus was interested in architecture. I know this because in the opening verses of 

today’s text as he and his disciples are walking around Jerusalem, you could see how 

impressed the Disciples were of all the grand buildings in town.  They were most impressed by 

the refurbished Second Temple.  This second version of the temple was built centuries before, 

but Rome’s vassal king, Herod decided to embark on a grand public works project which 

included remodeling and expanding the temple.  So when the disciples were walking, they could 

see this new and improved temple and found it amazing.  They were impressed and thought 

Jesus might be as well. 

 

But Jesus wasn’t that interested in the design of the temple.  “This is all going to come down,” 

Jesus said.  It wasn’t going to last.  Of course, this made the disciples curious.  Jesus was 

talking about some future event and they wanted to know when is this all going to go down?  As 

humans, we want to know when things are going to happen.  We want to be prepared.  Or we 

want to know how long we have until we have to get ready.  But Jesus doesn’t tell them. 

Instead, Jesus tells them to be on the lookout for people who want to deceive them. He tells 

them that calamities are coming, but what is interesting is that the calamities are not themselves 

not what we should be looking at.  Kind of like where Elijah seems mighty winds and 

earthquakes but God is not there.  

 



Jesus goes on, there will be people claiming to the Messiah, the Savior and Jesus tell his 

disciples to not believe them.  Throughout history, there have been princes, emperors, and 

presidents who come presenting themselves as the Savior, the one who will dazzle us and 

make us feel good.  But they are frauds.  The other thing is that we want to know the end so that 

we might be able to be saved from those cataclysms.  This is why there is such an interest in 

the rapture even though it is not a biblical concept.  It’s a way to escape a sinking planet, where 

Jesus becomes the lifeboat that will keep us safe. 

 

But Jesus puts the kibosh on such a thought.  Jesus is not very far from the time when he will 

be arrested, put on trial, sentenced and executed.  If Jesus couldn’t escape his fate, why do we 

think we will be safe?  As we continue to live in this time of the coronavirus when we hear the 

rising death toll in places like Wuhan, Northern Italy or New York, we have to realize that faith in 

Christ is not a protection from the crises of the world.  Christians are not spared from the horrors 

of war, or persecution, or famine or pestilence.  The apocalypse is not delayed for us. 

 

So, what does this all mean for us?  The answer comes in the parable Jesus shares in this text. 

A man goes away on a trip and his servants are left to care for their estate. Every servant is 

given a task to do and they all keep watch for when the master of the house will return. As 

followers of Jesus Christ, we are given a task while our God is “away.” We are called to care for 

the widow and orphan.  We are called to care for the week and preach that the Kingdom of God 

is at hand. 

 

In this time when we are dealing with a deadly virus that is sweeping through the world is a time 

when the church is called to stand up.  We have collected peanut butter over March and that is 

more important now more than ever.  Why do we do this?  Because there are people who deal 

with hunger.  And now, when we see so many people losing their jobs we need to find ways to 

feed those who have had their worlds turned upside down.  We’ve seen people sewing to make 

masks to help nurses and doctors as they work to save lives that have been affected by 

COVID-19.  It is also telling people to not fear, to trust that God is near and that God loves us. 

These are the tasks we are called to do as we wait for the return of Christ.  

 

Right now, we are all the church scattered.  We are not able to meet physically in our spaces 

and that is difficult.  I would like to be able to be near each of you, but we can’t do that.  But 



while are not the church together, we are still the church.  We still have a task to do, especially 

now.  This is a chance where people can see the church in action, where they can see God at 

work. 

 

 

When Jesus said that the big buildings of the second temple were going to fall, Jesus was 

telling the disciples and the church today to focus on the main thing.  Don’t worry about when 

God will arrive. Don’t worry about trying to find out when God will come.  Focus on the tasks 

God has called us to do.  Right now, we have a task ahead.  How do we reach out to the lonely? 

Can we work to support medical workers?  Can we pray with those who are scared?  Can 

everything we do show who we are as Christians, but whose we are as followers of Jesus? 

 

We’ve got work to do, church.  Let’s get to work as we await our Savior’s return.  Thanks be to 

God. Amen. 


